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tage by making use of active measures of pressure'. Changes were
to be made, if necessary by force, in the management and personnel
of the railway, with a view to eliminating effective Russian control.
A public denial of the authenticity of these documents was at once
issued by the Japanese Foreign Ministry, which declared that no
reports of the kind had ever been received from their Ambassador
in Manchuria.
The high feeling excited in Russia by this alleged discovery of
Japanese bad faith, and the indignation created in Japan by Moscow's
publication of what were declared to be forgeries, brought Russo-
Japanese relations to the most critical pitch which they reached
during the year. The Japanese Press again became full of reports of
Russian reinforcements in Eastern Siberia; and the Japanese military
authorities—whose incentive to foment public feeling was increased
by the fact that they were fighting for an increased allocation in the
budget—gave out officially that they had information of the massing
of 140,000 men in the neighbourhood of the frontier, besides 300
tanks and several hundred aeroplanes. The new Foreign Minister,
Mr. Hirota—who had served as Ambassador to the U.S.S.R. between
the years 1930 and 1932, and was credited with having initiated at
Moscow the idea of a transfer of Russian rights in the C.E.R. to
'Manchukuo'—made manifest efforts to relieve the state of crisis, but
his attempts to improve relations met with obstruction from the
military party in Japan, who clamoured for sterner measures against
Russia and demanded the withdrawal of the documents published by
the Soviet Government. On the 13th October matters were made
worse by a further series of arrests of Russian employees on the
C.E.R.; and it was reported from Harbin that the administration
of the railway was being reduced to a state of confusion by the action
of the Manchurian railway officials in countermanding all orders
issued by their senior Russian colleagues. In such circumstances, it
was not to be expected that the Tokyo negotiations would prosper.
They were, in fact, discontinued from early in October until the end
of the calendar year. On the 29th December Monsieur Litvinov,
speaking at a meeting of the Central Executive Committee, referred
to the negotiations and declared that they would not be resumed so
long as the 'Manchukuo' administrators of the railway continued
their arbitrary acts and traffic remained paralysed. The only further
developments in the affairs of the C.E.R. up to the end of the year
were the appointment in December, by the 'Manchukuo' Govern-
ment, of a new Manager who was to share the authority of Monsieur
Rudy, the Russian General Manager, and the presentation, two days

